


INS 


THE 
GREATEST 
SPIN-OFF FROM 
SPACE EXPLORATION WAS 
У IN THE MEDICAL FIELD. NEW 
BENEFICIAL BACTERIA WERE 


| AND WITH THEIR HELP ALL KNOWN Y 
: DISEASES WERE ELIMINATED. SO 
: WITH МО NEED ТО BUILD UP A 


| THE BODIES OF PEOPLE OF ALL 
\ RACES WERE EASILY INFECTED 
\WHEN А NEW KILLER VIRUS 
WAS UNLEASHED. BUT WHO 
HAD LET LOOSE THE - 
SEEDS OF DOOM? 





FAR OUT IN SPACE WAS THE CROSSWAYS COSMOPORT. HERE TRAVELLERS с! 
SHIPS ON THEINTER-GALACTIC SPACE ROUTES, NEXT SHIP IN WAS TRANS SOLAR 
FLIGHT 2488, FIVE WEEKS OUT FROM STYGIA 4. 





ANY SIGN OF THAT 
TRANS SOLAR LINER YET? 


= 





THERE SHE IS, AND TWO МӨРНИЙ 
MINUTES EARLY. 
5 3 з 








TELL THEM TO COME STRAIGHT INTO THE 















-(ТНАТ5 ODD! THEY'RE NOT 
ANSWERING. J” 






































A > NS 
= EZ TRY AGAIN. THEY'RE PROBABLY 
OS e» STILLON AUTO. УХА 
A SY - UN 
d 












































































































































































































































STILL МО ANSWER, SIR. THE 











BEFORE THE ALARMS COULD RING, THE LINER PLOUGHED INTO THE PORT. 





SHE'S WRECKED THE PASSENGER TRANSIT QUARTERS 
ШИГ BUT THE PORTS STILL 60% FUNCTIONAL! 


i 








'ORCED THEIR WAY TO THE BRIDGE OF THE LINER. 





THEY'VE BEEN DEAD FOR А COUPLE 
OF WEEKS, SIR! LOOKS AS IF 








BE SPECIFIC, MAN! NO ONE IN THE 
GALAXY HAS DIED OF ANY DISEASE `À 


HEY'VE GOT EVERYTHING! THERE 


> ARE EARTHMEN WITH BUBONIC $ 
s 





THERE ARE FORTY OR SO DIFFERENT 
RACES ON BOARD AND THEY'VE ALL 
`] DIED OF DIFFERENT DISEASES! J 


у 





G, 
AGI 





P abel. 
WE READ YOUR PROBLEM, PLEAS! 
‘SUPPLY ALL 





THE VICTIMS HAD LOST ALL IMMUNITY TO 
МО ALL AT THE SAME TIME. 





BUT HOW? WHERE DID THE 
DISEASES ры SPRING, 


ом? y —— 


CARRIERS OF DISEASE 
AMONG THE PASSENGERS. 





LINER'S FLIGHT LOG 1 
THE ONLY THING OUT THERE WAS A 
FREIGHTER — BUT THE NEAREST THAT 
MÎ CAME TOIT WAS A LIGHT YEAR AWAY! 


ŚL THE FREIGHTER COULD HAVE NOTICED 


IT'S NOT MUCH OF A LEAD, BUT IT'S ALL WE'VE pil 
GOT. ACCORDING TO THE COMPUTERS, THE ТШ 
FREIGHTER WAS PROBABLY MAKING FOR ARCOS. j 


` 
N 
х 








o ЗАСАГ! LATER THEY WERE IN ORBIT AROUND ARCOS. 
OR GZ 
С.А. HERE. A FREIGHTER ARRIVED. 
THREE DAYS AGO FROM SPACE 
QUADRANT AB8/R2841. WE WISH ТО, 
INTERVIEW THE CAPTAIN. 


THE ONLY SHIP FROM THAT WAY IS THE 3 у 


FREIGHTER TYGON. ІТ 0065 А REGULAR 
RUN. THE CAPTAIN'S NAME 15 SLORG! Á 












































WE ARE LANDING BY SHUTTLE BUG. 
PLEASE ADVISE CAPTAIN SLORG'S 
2-24, WHEREABOUTS. 


CHECKING THE CITIZEN 
LOCATION SYSTEM. 








CAPTAIN BELIEVED TO BE IN DOWNTOWN W 
SPACEOROME CITY. IF YOU CONVERT BUG TO Ў 
LAND TRAVEL WE WILL FEED CO-O! 











TANKER 
Ц = = 














THEY DON T USUALLY 
FLY THAT L А წ) 
ITS GOING TO 
CRASH ON US!) | 











NOT IF I CAN BLOW АМ 
ESCAPE WA THE W 
АЎ VI, 








ANO OF BURNING LIQUID ACROSS THE МО: 
ел. 














І GUESS SO, BUT THE 
BUG'S À WRITE OFF. 





HEN THOSE ROBO-CONTROLS # 
MALFUNCTION THEY REALLY DO IT 4 
MET #7 II) 
WE'LL HAVE IC WALK. 
THE REST OF THE WAY. 


Р” со 


| | Gustoo E PLACE.) 


KS LIKE THI 2 
თ 1 
ni | 








THA’ WHAT 
DO YOU WANT? 
с 
























SCORCH EXPLAINED. > 77 
ული 


oo 1 CAN'T HELP, I DO THAT RUN EVERY MONTH 








SHOT BUT WE HAD TO ASK. 
: в 

Z 

Ж J 


Z 





| ІШ HAVE TO LEAVE YOU == 
NOW. I'VE А SCHEDULED ==f I HAVEN'T СОТ A RECORDING OF HIS 


TAKE-OFF FOR ZORDA 5 IN 
THIRTY MINUTES. 
(т LOOKS LIKE IT'S BACK TO 
SQUARE ONE FOR US. 


VOICE—HE MUST HAVE BEEN USING A. 
VOICE JAMMER! 


WE CAN'T RUN A 
LIE TEST ON HIM! 





C'MON, TAL! THIS NEEDS 
INVESTIGATING! ( 
თი! 


ыз 




























































































THE ASSAILANTS FLED. 


IKE AND GET 
BACK TO THE SPACE-DROME. 





ҮМ THINKING THOSE MUGGERS WERE 
j, HIRED TO KILL US AND THAT TANKER 


IGE JAHRE an" 


1 DON'T KNOW WHAT IT IS BUT WE'RE 
ІШ CLOSE TO SOMETHING BIG AND IT'S 





SLORG'S LIFTING OFF! 


HIGH IN THE AIR IT EXPLODED. 


5 


THAT'S NO MALFUNCTION 
2 LOOKS LIKE A 
DISINTEGRATOR BOMB. 
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OUR SHIP'S BEEN KEEPING AUTO- 
SURVEILLANCE ON THE 
FREIGHTER. LET'S GO AND SEE IF 
THERE'S ANYTHING. 















































































































































































































































HE MADE A CODED CALL, Ју 2 2 
AND GOT ANOTHER ONÉ Ë SOMEBODY WANTED HIM OUT OF 
BACK, SECONDS BEFORE THE THE WAY. THEY MUST HAVE BLOWN 
SHIP EXPLODED. HIM BY REMOTE CONTROL! 


RAISE THE SENSOR SHROUD. JA 








26 
VIII THE SHROUD DEVICE HIDING THE ТНЕС.. А: CRAFT SLOWED А$1Т. 
SHIP FROM PROBING SENSORS, THEY APPROACHED VESTA, 
HYPER-WARPED TOWARDS THE PLANET ~ 

VESTA. Ин | 5 
























































VESTA'S COMPLETELY DEVOTED TO 
THE PRODUCTION OF FOCD. IT'S ALL 
DONE BY MACHINE. THERE ARE ONLY 

TWO HUNDRED HUMANS AND 
THEY'RE AT THE ONE FOOD. 
COLLECTION POINT ON THE 

PLANET. 


су 































































































24 ANY IDEAS HOW SHRILLED A WARNING. ДИ 


CHANGE ORBIT. WE'RE IN PATH OF 
METEORITE SHOWER. COLLISION IN 








#5 THEY HIT THE ATMOSPHERE THE 
METEORITES INSTANTLY CHANGED INTO À 
BOILING, EXPLODING MASS OF FLAMING 
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AT THE LAST SECOND SCORCH HIT THE GRAVITY BRAKES, BUT THE COLOSSAL ` С" 
FORCES KNOCKED THEM OUT. ) ее 































































































THE GIANT MACHINES CARRIED ON THEIR 
PROGRAMMED WAY, LEAVING ONLY А GREY POWDER 
WHERE THE BUG HAD BEEN. 


ANOTHER SECOND AND WE'D HAVE BEEN, ST 
CULTIVATED! Tc 
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NOW WHAT DO WE DO? 

THERE'S А ROAD THAT WAY. IT'S. 

SAME PLAN. WE'VE GOT TO GET BOUND TO HAVE TRANSPORT ON IT. 
TO THE FOOD COLLECTION 
COMPLEX. ITS ONLY ABOUT 
SIX HUNDRED MILES AWAY 














In 
რ! 1 ў წ 
! WHAT'S THAT HUMMING И 
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$ E АУ) 
юэ >~ - 





WE” 3 » 

м Ea 27:7 dass 
KILLER SPRAYING CROPS. 9 ênc » 
ENS 








THE GRENADE STUCK TO THE MACHINES wy Д 
BRAIN-POD JAMMING ITS SIGNALS! ıı +Š 
m ` wç diem 


(CI SOMEONE MIGHT COME 


TO INVESTIGATE. I'LL TRY 
АМ ELECTRONIC GRENADE! 




















JUST HOW DO YOU PL 
JO DRIVE THIS THING 
THE ROAD’ 





EASY! STAND AGAINST ONE OF 
THESE SENSOR BAFFLES AND IT'LL 
GO THAT DIRECTION! 

















THEY LUMBERED ON UNTIL THEY REACHED ONE OF THE ROAD'S TRAINWA\ 
gn ЛЭЭ 





А ЖАР 
EN Е 
і ROSY: 


1 SUPPOSE THOSE ARE JE 
HARVESTERS WAITING FOR A ROAD) 




















WITHIN AN HOUR А HUGE, TEN MILE LONG ROBO-TRAIN ARRIVED. 














38 





THEY ARRIVED AT THE COMPLEX 
DOMINATED BY ITS STAR-LIFT WHICH 
CARRIED FOOD FIVE HUNDRED MILES 
UP INTO SPACE ТО А ТЕВМИЧА 2 
WHERE IT WAS LOADED ONTO WAITING , - +) 
FREIGHTERS. г 

U 














WE'RE SLOWING Bil. 5 




















THEY LEAPT FRO/A THE TRAIN AND 
FLOATED DOWN TO GROUND LEVEL ON Nein 
GRAVITY DROGUES. 
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NOW OUR PROBLEMS REALLY BEGIN! 
WE'VE NO PROOF THAT THE PEOPLE 
HERE HAD ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE 
სყ) СТВАМ SOLAR DISASTER. 1 


WE ООМТ EVEN KNOW IF THE 
DISASTER WAS NATURAL OR NOT. IF 
SLORG НАОМТ PANICKED WHEN HE 

SAW US, WE WOULDN’T EVEN BE 
HERE. ТТТ 
|] 









































UNDERGROUND BUILDING. 
p 


mi 


| WONDER WHAT'S SO IMPORTANT 
> ABOUT IT? ў ДЕ 














175; 








| III 





| 


























GUARDED ВУ A WHOLE LOT OF 
SECURITY ALARMS AS WELL. LET'S HAVE 
RT A LOOK IN THERE. 


VLLPUT A 
DART ON HIM. 



















































































SCORCH WAITED 
RIFLE AND FIRED. 
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A HYPODERMIC DART STUCK IN THE 
GUARD'S NECK-—INSTANTLY PARALYSING 
HIM, SO THAT HE STOOD FROZEN TO 

THE SPOT. ¬ 








II THEN BEGAN TO TRANSMIT А 


[li М 


р === Fe ТИ GET HIM TO SWITCH THE 
ў YES! | САМ FEED BACK SELECTED BRAIN nr SYSTEMS OFF. 











THIS LIFT GOES DOWN TO A COMPUTER 
COMPLEX. IF THERE'S ANYTHING WORTH 
GUARDNG IT'LL ზნ IN THE COMPUTERS. 





4 
THEY FOUND THE COMPUTER TERMINAL ROOM DESERTED. =| | 

















1 | (WE'LL START BY ASKING A FEW SIMPLE QUESTIONS LIKE— 
WHAT'S THE PRIME FUNCTION OF THIS PLANET? 
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[ТО PRODUCE SYNTHI-HEALTH FOODS, THIS HAS ANTI-BIOTIC | 
A — Е) PROPERTIES. IT BUILDS UP IN THE BODY GIVING 
4 PROTECTION AGAINST ANY FORM OF DISEASE. 








IS THERE ANY CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THIS PLANET AND THE, 










paź 


Ш 


у 
N 
OF COURSE! IT WAS DEVELOPED 
AFTER EXPLORERS BROUGHT BACK 
THE GREAT PLAGUES THAT SWEPT 






CAN ONLY ВЕ STARTE 
>> ATOMIC KEY! 














YOU'VE GOT IT IN ONE! AND NOW 
WE'D LIKE TO EXAMINE THAT FILE, 
REOT, WE HAVE THE LEGAL RIGHT. 


L7 YOU oniy НАМЕТНЕ) II 
RIGHT TO DIE! KILL THEM! 





=2 
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(GAKE THE KEY AND OP 
“KTHE ` О FILE і 1 
WÎ 4 


Ж 
11! 
1 





THE MACHINE BEGAN ТО UNSCRAMBLE 
115 CIRCUITS. // 


JUPITERI THEY'VE FOUND A RADIO 
WAVE THAT DESTROYS THE BODY'S 
IMMUNITY TO DISEASE! 
IT INSTANTLY DESTROYS THE 
SYNTHETIC ANTIBODIES AND 


THEY TRANSMITTED IT FROM 
SLORG'S FREIGHTER TO THE 
LINER! IT WAS A TEST 
BECAUSE OF ALL THE DIFFERENT 
RACES ON BOARD! 





















LH BIA-LINHAGE. GENENE 

ПАТНИС ШЕ пагу AND CIS) 
акне: LAN MUNITY та | 

Ч NATUBRE RESISTANCE. 











WE'LLANNIHILATE А FEW WORLDS 
WITHOUT THEIR KNOWING AND THEN 
WE'LL... WELL... DOMINATE 
THE... GALAXY . У ¿a 4 
7 М AND BILLIONS MORE WILL DIE IF 





























im 








BEFORE TAL COULD CALL HE WAS BLASTED BACKWARDS AS THE WALL AND HIS RADIO 
DISINTEGRATED. | 










ҮМ OKAY, BUT THE RADIO ISN'T! 




















p" 
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THEY'RE IN. 
THAT TOWER. 
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THEY MADE THEIR WAY UNCHALLENGED << 
TO THE STAR ЦЕГ. 7 27,17 6 = 








4 ES 
К WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO CALL THE 

SHIP ON OUR COMMUNICATORS 
ША ONCE WE GET INTO SPACE. Nf 


| 


THAT MEANS GOING. 
UP IN THE STAR LIFT! 
5 AA 


(А 

















IN MINUTES ТНЕУ HAD CUT THROUGH THE METAL AND FOUND THEMSELVES LOOKING 
DOWN ON TO AHUGE CONVEYOR BELT. 


MENDAN THIS BELT CARRIES THE PROCESSED FOOD INTO THE 
^ m W LIFT. WE'LL JOIN IT. SSS 


> ss 
Ё III 








LY THEY WERE SUCKED UPWARDS 


DE IT /] 
„TAL yy 
IT'S TH 

BIT THAT BOTHERS ME 
\ Ы 
\ 
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FOR SEVERAL HOURS THEY ROSE IN TOTAL DARKNESS, Бог = 





















| CAN SEE LIGHT, LIT, 
WE'RE NEARLY THERE! 








THEY LOAD THIS STUFF STRAIGHT 
INTO FREIGHTERS! WEVE GOTTO, 
GET OFF BEFORE WE GET PRE- 

4 PACKED! 







ARTIFICIAL GRAVITY STREAM THE DROGUES 
ATED UKE EIS UPTING THEM our AND | 
UPWARDS. || 


| (чр ІНІ U | 
| II ИЙН 
THERE'S AN INSP PECTION HATCH UP ar 


30 | “су 

































































SEE IF YOU CAN RAISE OUR SHIP. IT WONT Ж” 
ВЕ LONG BEFORE THE ВАМСОВР BOYS FIND OUT ი ў, 
= 4 


1 f 














HEY CAN'T SHOOT THROUGH THEIR 
[Р SHIELDS! 











THE FORCE SHIELDS REPELLED ALL ENERGY, AND COULD BE USED LIKE CLUBS. 








WE'VE GOT THEM TRAPPED IN A DEAD END. THERE'S ONLY ] 
AN EXIT LOCK THERE! 





dom GIVE THEM А GAS GRENADE! 
დ 
























































ТНЕУ HAVEN'T GOT SPACESUITS SO WE'LL JUST LET ALL 


“ი 1 
G EN?) 
— — @ NEED. THEY'VE WALKED INTO THEIR OWN COFFIN! ) 














ВОТ INSIDE THE LOCK THE TWO AGENTS UNFOLDED TWO PLASTOSTEEL ВАС FROM 
THEIR WEAPONŠ BELTS. 


TIME TO GET INTO 
OUR SURVIVAL BAGS. 











THE BAGS SELF-SEALED AND THEN INFLATED AROUND THEM SETTING INTO А ST! 


MA 


HARD SHELL. 


IF THAT LOCK DOESN'T OPEN WE'LL BE HELPLESS. 4 
= —— 


2, 














THERE IT IS. THEY'RE WARMING. 
UP TO START TRANSMITTING! 





TWO PHOTON BOLTS RIPPED INTO THE RELAY STATION, 
* E А 5 
ғ 








YES! AND | BET 
THEY'LL BE SICK. 





inted თიძ Published in Greot Britoin by D.C. THOMSON & CO. LTD., 
185 Fleet Street, London, EC4A 2HS. © D.C. THOMSON 8 CO. LTD., 1980. 


NOW THAT YOU’VE READ 


B TT чий 


Ya ДИ, TUR 


წე 5 он SALE ГЕ 
` YOUR NEWSAGENT 5 NOW! 
























In July 1972, the Americans launched the first Earth Resources 
Technology Satellite, originally called ERTS, named Landsat. This satellite 
took high quality photos through different filters enabling man to study the 
available resources on Earth on a wide scale. The photograph here is the east 
coast of America showing Washington D.C. and Chesapeake Bay. 
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